License and other notices 



Description 

The comic book that follows is Commencement , the seventh volume of 
the comics series The Tales of Gnosis College (the "Tales"). It was 
originally published in serial form at EroticMadScience . com in 2013 
and 2014. 

The Tales are written and commissioned by Iago Faustus, Ph.D. (a 
pseudonym) and illustrated by Lon Ryden. 

License 

This edition of the Tales (the "Work") is published under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License . 
You are free to transmit, copy, and distribute the Work as much as 
you like and also to make adaptations of the Work. You must, 
however, (1) attribute the Work to its creators, (2) avoid making 
commercial use of the Work and (3) publish any adaptations you make 
of the Work under the same or a similar license to the one under 
which it has been made available to you. 

Questions about the license and requests for waivers of the license's 
conditions may be directed to Dr. Faustus. He can be reached at 
f austus@eroticmadscience . com . 

The Creators 

Iago Faustus is a former academic employed in the private sector. He 
runs the website EroticMadScience . com , where the Tales and a large 
variety of other material related to the trope of mad science are 
published. He also publishes a philosophy blog at Pyrosophy and 
images blogs at Hedonix and Infernal Wonders . 

Lon Ryden is a professional artist. He has a website for his art at 
erosarts . net and also publishes his work on DeviantArt at 
erosarts . deviantart . com . 

Adult Content Notice 

We are utterly unapologetic about the fact that throughout the Work 
explicit and bizarre sexual situations are intertwined with 
outlandish philosophical conceits. We feel obliged to request, 
however, that if you are not of legal age to view such material, or 
if you reside in a jurisdiction that makes such material unlawful to 
own or view, that you not read, copy, or transmit the Work. Thank 
you ! 
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PLEASE BE CALM, CAPTAIN 
JACKSON. WE ARE PEALING 
HERE WITH MATTERS OF HIGH 
PRINCIPLE, NOT PERSONAL 
ENMITY OR BUREAUCRATIC 
POLITICS. 
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I'M SORRY, SJR. BUT 
YOU KNOW HON I FEEL ABOUT 
THIS NEW REGIME. 



ABSOLUTELY, 
SIR. WE'LL GIVE 
THAT BASTARD 
WHAT HE HAS 
COMING TO HIM. 
BEFORE YOUR 
DISCIPLINARY 
HEARING. 
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THE COUNTRY JS SLIDING INTO 

DECADENCE AND FILTH, AND 
THEY COUNT OFFICE SUPPLIES. 






WE SHALL BEGIN BY 
AUTHORIZING DELIVERY OF A 

SMALL PACKAGE OF 
PHARMACEUTICALS BY ONE 
OF OUR FIELD AGENTS. 



WHAT MUST BE 
DONE, MUST BE DONE 
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YOU KNOW, 
THEY'RE SHOWING 
CASABLANCA TONIGHT. 
WANNA GOP 




...THAT IS, WHO 
ALWAYS SEEMS TO BE BUSY 
AND WHO I NEVER HEAR FROM 
EXCEPT ON E-MAIL. 




THE TWO OF YOU 
GAVE THIS PANEL A 
MOST DIFFICULT 
DECISION. 



I* 



y 



L 



IN ALL OUR OUR LONG HISTORY 
TEACHING AT GNOSIS WE HAVE NEVER SEEN TWO SUCH 
OUTSTANDING AUDITIONS. BOTH WERE TRUE TESTIMONY 
TO THE POWER OF SONG. 
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NONETHELESS, WE 
HAVE DECIDED TO AWARD THE 
PART TO MISS MORTON, WITH 
MISS YIP TO UNDERSTUDY. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, 
CONNIE. I'M SURE IT WAS 
MUCH DESERVED. 
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THANKS.' 



HP 




« enfa»* s , de \' a P ^i e , J e -: 





V 



\ 




I HAVE TO 
WONDER, THOUGH/ 
HOW FAIR THIS WAS 
TO JJLL, EVEN IF SHE 
DOES SEEM TO HAVE 
VANISHED THESE 
PAST FEW 
WEEKS. 



SILLY 
BOY. 



I AM 
ABSOLUTELY 
CONFIDENT THAT 
SHE WILL BE OKAY 
WITH THIS. ^ _ 
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TRUST 
ME. 
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WILL SUFFER TERRIBLY, SIR. 









NOTHING IN EITHER THE HEBREW 

OR GREEK SCRIPTURES 
CONDEMNS SLAVERY, CAPTAIN. 



_ 



AND THE NOTION THAT SUFFERING 

IS AN EVJL IS AN INTELLECTUAL 
POISON INFLICTED ON HUMANITY BY 
THE ENLIGHTENMENT. THE TRUE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF SUFFERING IS 
THAT IT BRINGS US CLOSER TO GOD. 







MEET CONNIE 
MORTON, A YOUNG 

WOMAN SO 
COMMITTED TO HER 
ART THAT SHE IS 
WILLING TO PUT 
MAP SCIENCE 
AT ITS SERVICE. 
BUT WILL THE 
CONSEQUENCES BE AS 
PRETTY AS SHE ISP 




SUI 



I MEAN, THAT'S 
WHO WE HAVE IN 
HERE AND WHO I 
HAVE FEELJN6S 
FOR ANYWAY AND 
SO, YOU KNOW... 






I THINK I KNOW HOW 
MUCH MAUREEN 
MEANS TO YOU, 
ALOYSIUS. 



HOW DESPERATELY 
YOU WANT TO GET HER 
BACK AS HERSELF. 
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DO YOU SEE THIS LITTLE 
PILL? THERE'S A GIRL AT 
GNOSIS WHO SEEMS TO 
BE TAKING THEM AND JT 
HAS BEEN HAVING SOME 
RATHER... PRAMATJC 
EFFECTS. 




IT JS EASY TO SEE 
HOW EVEN IN THE 
BLEAK SURROUNDINGS 
OF THE STATE HOME 
FOR WAYWARD GIRLS, 

LITTLE EVE WILL 
INSPIRE AFFECTIONS, 
A FLOWER GROWING UP 
AMONG THE BRICKS. 
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W6N0... YES? 
OH HI, YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING AND. 



OKAY, LOOK, 
DON'T PANIC ABOUT THIS. 
WE'LL FIX IT. 




ALOYSIUS SAYS WE 
NEED TO FIND A WAY TO STOP THIS 
PERFORMANCE NOW AND GET THAT 
GIRL TO AN EMERGENCY 
ROOM. OR ELSE... 



...LIBERA ME, 
^ DO MINE... 
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GIVEN HOW 
PARANOID SECURITY IS 
GETTING ABOUT DRUGS 
THESE DAYS, WE MIGHT 
JUST HAVE A CHANCE 
IF WE TELL THEM THE 
RIGHT STORY. 




THE NSA 
WAS HAPPY TO 
PROVIDE US WITH THE 
TELEPHONIC METADATA 
YOU REQUESTED, SJR 



IT SEEMS A 
PJTY ABOUT THE YOUNG 
LADY, SIR. 



MEXT 



SHE MADE HER 
CHOICES, CAPTAIN. THEY 
WERE BAD ONES. 



IN THE MEANTIME, 
MAKE SURE THE NEXT 
PHASE OF THE OPERATION J 
GOES FORWARD*/ 
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO ME BY 
THE ENHANCED PATRIOT ACT I AM INVOKING 
SPECIAL EMERGENCY POWERS... 




CANADA 




WE HAVE AT LEAST A NINETY-MINUTE WAIT UNTIL OUR 
RETRIEVAL TEAM CAN ARRIVE. TWO AND THREE, SECURE 
THIS BUILDING AND PERIMETER. 




I NEED 
TAKAYAMA, 
PRIORITY Ml 



V, 
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BUT MISS BROCKMAN, 
NO SUCH INTEGRATION HAS 
SUCCEEDED WITH SUCH A 
LONG LATENCY... 
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MR. TAKAYAMA, ARE 
YOU STILL RECEIVING 
MY CEREBRAL FEED? 
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I FEEL I HAVE NO 
CHOICE IN THE MATTER, 
MR. TAKAYAMA. 



YES, WE ARE, BUT. 



IN A FEW MINUTES IT MIGHT BE 
SHUTTING DOWN. WHEN IT DOES, I 
WOULD LIKE YOU TO ATTEMPT A RE- 
INTEGRATION FROM MY LAST SCAN. 



IF IT 
SUCCEEDS, 
YOU CAN HAVE 
ME FOR THE 
EXECUTIVE 
ROLE YOU WANT. 
GRADUATE 
SCHOOL BE 
DAMNED. 



VERY WELL. 
GOOD LUCK, MISS 
BROCKMAN. 




CLEO, I CAN BUY US SOME 
TIME, BUT I NEED YOU TO 
TRUST ME. DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT WHAT YOU HEAR 
NEXT. JUST... RUN, 
OKAY? 
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L/ V CAN'T. J : 
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YOU 
MUST. 
PLEASE. 



LAST YEAR A SENIOR FBI AGENT NAMED 
MACNEIL APPLIED FOR A NUMBER OF 
WARRANTS AS PART OF A PUTATIVE 
INVESTIGATION INTO ISLAMIC TERRORISM 
INVOLVING A FACULTY MEMBER THERE. 
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Please ted for. 
Takaqama ( am available 
at hr«r corwenfence. 




WE'VE ALREADY 
MANAGED TO 
PICK UP ONE 
REBECCA WAITE. 
SHE'S WAITING 
IN #2 NOW. 
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IT WAS SHUT DOWN IN THE 1980S, 
AND VARIOUS GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE 
FACTIONS FIGHT AMONG THEMSELVES 
ABOUT WHAT TO DO WITH THE SITE. 







...AS WELL AS DERELICT BUT 
PROBABLY SALVAGEABLE 
EQUIPMENT, AND BEST OF ALL, 
DUE TO SOMEONE'S HELPFUL 
BUREAUCRATIC FUCKUP... 
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THAT PROFESSOR 
CORWJN WHO PUT IT 
TOGETHER MUST HAVE 
HAD AMAZJN6 POWERS 
OF PERSUASION IF HE 
COULD ACTUALLY GET 
A GIRL INTO 
THAT THING. 
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SATANIC 

POWERS OF 
PERSUASION. 
THAT PROFESSOR 

CORWIN WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF A WOMAN I WAS 
IN LOVE WITH, SO 
FUCK HJM. 

\ 
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HOWS SHE 
DOING? 
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SLEEPING. 
WHATEVER 
IT WAS YOU 
GAVE HER 
SEEMS 
TO HAVE 
WORKED. 
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GOOD. BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE NO IDEA HOW HARD IT 
TO GET NEMBUTAL, EVEN FOR 
A MEDICAL STUDENT. 



"HI 




OUR ADVERSARY IS A MADDER, AND I 
THINK HIS ADVERSARY LAST YEAR WAS A 
MADDER AS WELL, BROTHER OF THE FIRST. 



REMEMBER HOW HE GOT 1 
ARRESTED AS PART OF LAST 
YEAR'S KERFLUFFLE WITH 
SENATOR MADDER? 



HE IS ALSO OBVIOUSLY A MAN 
OF CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES 
AND WE ARE PEOPLE WITHOUT 
MANY RESOURCES LEFT. 




WITH THIS, WHICH 
I'M POSTING ON THE 
OPEN INTERNET IN VARIOUS 
PLACES WHERE HE MIGHT SEE 
IT, IF HE STILL EXISTS. I'M INCLUDING 
A PGP KEY, COM PROXY, AND A LITTLE 
BIT OF CHEMISTRY THAT WILL LOOK LIKE 
GIBBERISH... EXCEPT TO SOMEONE WHO 
KNOWS ABOUT THE APSINTHJON PROTOCOL. 





IF I CAN JUST ROUTE 
THIS RIGHT... ENCRYPTION, 
A FEW HIDDEN NODES ON 
THE DARKNET AND... 





I'M SENDING 
YOU A DATA DUMP NOW, 
PROFESSOR CORWJN. 



I THINK 
THAT YOU SHOULD 
FIND IT ALL VERY 
INTERESTING. 
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MOST INTERESTING, MR. KIM. IT 
SEEMS LIKE YOU HAVE PUSHED THE 
APSJNTHION PROTOCOL IN DIRECTIONS I HAD 
SCARCELY CONSIDERED MYSELF. THE IDEA OF ALTERING 
RECONSTJTUTIONS THROUGH CHEMICAL MANIPULATION 
OF THE DISTILLATES IS PARTICULARLY DARING... 



THOUGH I AM AS TO WHY I SHOULD 
PUT MY OWN OPERATIONS AT RISK 
FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR FRIENDS. 




I DON'T THINK IT WILL BE THAT 
LONG BEFORE COLONEL MADDER 
AND HIS GOONS CATCH UP TO US. 




HELG 
MADD] 
DEA1 

RULED 
ACCIDE 

AP - Following in the wake of months of intensh 
nto the possibilities of foul play, local officials h 





BETTER YET, MANY 
OF THEM ARE 
BURIED HERE. 




DO YOU KNOW, AFTER MY EXILE I PAID A DETECTIVE TO 
LOOK INTO THE MATTER OF HELGA MADDER'S DEATH. IT 
TURNS OUT THAT BOTH THE POLICE AND CORONER'S 
REPORTS HAVE VANISHED FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS? 





ARE YOU AWARE THAT OUR WAR-HERO HAS 
NEVER MARRIED, AND MY SOURCES HAVE 
BEEN UNABLE TO FIND ANY TRACE OF A 

ROMANTIC ATTACHMENT? 



DOES IT SOUND TO YOU 
LIKE IT MIGHT JUST BE THAT 
COLONEL MADDER IS SOMEWHAT 
OBSESSED WITH HIS 
LATE MOTHER? 




I CAN IMAGINE THAT 
VANDALIZING THE FAMILY 
TOMB MIGHT SERIOUSLY PISS 
MAPPER OFF, BUT REALLY 
THAT'S JUST A PRANK. 
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I DID NOT HAVE IN MJND 
A MERE PRANK, MR. KIM. 




DO YOU THINK MADDER MIGHT CRACK 
IF SOMEONE WERE ACTUALLY TO 
THREATEN HIS MOTHER? 






SURELY YOU'RE JOKING, 
PROFESSOR CORIA/IN/ 
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SCIENCE AT THIS LEVEL 
IS NOT A BAGATELLE. IF 
YOU WANT TO BE IN, YOU 
NEED TO COMMIT TO 

BEING IN ALL THE WAY. 



A 



BUT THE 
SCIENCE 
SIMPLY 
DOESN'T.. 



7 



SIR EDWARD 
KELLEY'S TRANSITUS 
PE MORTE IN VITAM 
WOULD PROVIDE YOU 
I WITH THE NECESSARY 
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IF YOU CAN 
GET IT BACK FROM 
HER, YOU MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO MAKE THE 
WEAPON THAT WILL 
DEFEAT COLONEL 
MADDER 



IT'S A VERY DIFFICULT BOOK TO 
FIND, BUT I HAD A COPY, WHICH 
I LENT TO MY COLLEAGUE 
REBECCA WAITE BEFORE MY 
RATHER HASTY... DEPARTURE 
FROM GNOSIS COLLEGE. 



V 



It 



BUT I. 
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I'M SORRY, 
MR. KIM, BUT 
NEED TO SIGI* 
OFF NOW. 



ASIDE FROM THE 
MATTER OF STEALING 

A DEAD BODY 
THIS RESURRECTION 
YOU'RE PROPOSING 
WOULD REQUIRE AT 
LEAST 50 KILOS OF 
RECONSTITUTION 
MATRIX I DON'T 
HAVE AND 
CAN'T MAKE. 





THOUGH I SUPPOSE 
I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 

GENERATE SOME 
MATRIX OUT OF THE 
BIPRODUCT OF A 
SUCCESSFUL APSINTHION 
PROCESS DISSOLUTION. 
OR A SERIES OF THEM. 



YOU MEAN, WHEN WE 
SPENT OUR TJME BREAKING INTO 
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S COLLEGE 
NEXT DOOR, RATHER THAN 
INTO OLD TOMBS? 





ORDER MACNEIL TO 
MAKE IT HIS TOP PRIORITY 
AND SEND ALL AVAILABLE 
BACKUP/ 




BASICALLY, THE GOONS OUT 
THERE AREN'T LOOKING FOR 
LITTLE KIDS, SO THESE NEW 
FORMS ALLOW US TO MOVE 
AROUND FREELY. 




JESUS, CORWIN. COULDN'T 
YOU AT LEAST HAVE STEERED ME 
TO AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDITION 
OF THIS OBSCURANTIST 
MOTHERFUCKER'S WORK? 





WILLIE TOOK A 
LOT OF LATIN JN 
HIGH SCHOOL, SO 
HE'S BEEN 
HELPFUL WITH 
THE TEXT. IT 
APPEARS THAT 
THERE WAS SOME 
ESOTERIC 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
APSINTHJON 
PROTOCOL 
PRESERVED IN 
ALCHEMICAL LORE 
GOING AT LEAST 
AS FAR BACK AS 

HERMES 
TRISMEGISTUS... 
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I WAS ABLE TO 
EXTRACT SOME 
DISTILLATES 
FROM WILLIE 
AND MJCHIKO 
WHICH SHOULD 
PROVIDE 
HER WITH 
LANGUAGE USE 
FUNCTIONAL 
EQUIVALENT 
OF WORLD- 
KNOWLEDGE 
THAT WILLIE 
AND MJCHIKO 
HAVE. 



THE DOWNSIDE OF 
THE PROCEDURE IS 
THAT IF WE DO 
BRING HER BACK 
SHE'LL HAVE NO 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 
MEMORY AND 
HENCE NO 
PERSONAL 
IDENTITY. 
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ON THE UPSIDE, SHE MIGHT 
COME OUT A FLUENT 
SPEAKER OF JAPANESE. 






YOU KNOW, WHEN 
I'M SCARED AND IN 
THE DARK I REMEMBER 
A SON6 MY MOTHER 
TAUGHT ME. 



IT GOES, "BABY'S J A 
BED A SILVER MOON, SAILING 
O'ER THE SEA..." 







.MR. ROGERS. 
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HE WOULD HAVE KNOWN 
WHAT TO DO. SO I TRIED 
TO ACT LIKE I IMAGINE 
HE WOULD HAVE ACTED. 



YOU ARE SO 
STRANGE, BUI I 
GUESS WHAT WORKS, 
WORKS. HOW DID 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
SONG TO USE? 




IT'S ONE I REMEMBER MY MOTHER 
SINGING TO ME WHEN I WAS LITTLE. 
AND HELGA KNOWS AT LEAST SOME 
OF WHAT I KNOW, RIGHT? SO... 




V u BUT I JUST 

^/ DON'T... REMEMBER 
ANYTHING. WHY 
AM I HERE? 
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YOU HAVE A 
VERY REAL PURPOSE, 
HELGA. THERE'S A VERY 
EVIL MAN OUT THERE, A 

VERY EVIL AND VERY 
POWERFUL MAN, AND WE 
THINK YOU'RE THE ONLY 
ONE WHO CAN 
STOP HIM. 




I... 
I DON'T 
KNOW. 




YOU CAN 
BEAT HIM... IF 
YOU CAN LEARN 
TO ACT. 
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DEAR PR. HARRAWAY, 
WHAT HAS BECOME OF 
YOU? YOU WERE SO 
MIDDLE AGED BACK 
WHEN WE SAW YOU LAST 
JN THE APSINTHION 
PROTOCOL! IS YOUR 
SECRET DIET? EXERCISE? 
ALL HUMANITY IS DYING 
TO KNOW... 



WRITTEN BY: PR. FAUSTUS 
tXLLUSTRATEP BY: EROS ARTS 
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THERE IS ONE TRUE REMEDY FOR 





"INTERNAL SOURCES ALSO POINT TO THE INTENSE 
CONCENTRATION OF RESOURCES IN THE QUIET 
MIDWESTERN TOWN OF PLEASANT PRAIRIE. 'WE REALLY 

DON'T KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON HERE,' SAID ONE 
FEDERAL OFFICIAL, WHO HAS REQUESTED ANONYMITY.'" 





llllllinilllllll 



ALL YOUR 
FANCY 
TECH- 
NOLOGY, 
CAPTAIN 
JACKSON. 
ALL YOUR 
COMPUTERS 
AND ALL YOUR 
DATABASES 
COULD NOT 
RECOGNIZE 
THAT WOMAN. 
BUT I DO 
RECOGNIZE 
THAT WOMAN. 





THIS "NOT 
POSSIBLE" THING, 
THIS MIRACLE, IS 
BEING OFFERED AS 
A CHALLENGE 
TO A/IE 



AND THROUGH 
IT, THE PATH TO MY 
REDEMPTION 



: SHALL FACE THIS 
MATTER MYSELF, CAPTAIN. NO 
HOSTAGE RESCUE TEAM. NO SWARMS 
OF REPORTERS. YOU ARE TO SPEAK TO 
NO ONE OF THIS MATTER, AND THAT 
IS A DIRECT ORDER. 
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THOUGH AS MY 
FAITHFUL COMRADE-IN 
ARMS, YOU ALONE MAY 
ACCOMPANY ME 







I CAN'T STOP HIM. 
BUT I CAN REFRAIN FROM" 
STOPPING AN AUTOMATED 
SOS THAT GOES OUT TO 
YOU AT ]GOO HOURS 
TOMORROW. 



IF YOU'RE A REAL 
LAWMAN YOU'LL SCRATCH 
TOGETHER ANY FORCES YOU 
CAN IF YOU GET THAT SOS 
AND COME LOOKING. 
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ALOYSIUS KIM.' 
f AND ANYONE WHO IS WITH 
[ HIM/ COME ON OUT AND 
V SURRENDER YOUR 
\. HOSTAGE.' 
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YOU MIGHT WANT TO TRY TO RECORD AS MUCH 
OF THE CONVERSATION AS YOU CAN, AS MANY 
PEOPLE MIGHT FIND IT INTERESTING... 
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PROFESSOR CORWIN 
HAS JUST WRITTEN US A TICKET 
OUT OF HERE, BUT HE WANTS 
US TO FINISH UP WITH 
MADDER FIRST. 




YOU HAVE DONE, I WILL 
ALWAYS LOVE YOU. 



IT'S ALL ABOUT FULFILLING 
PEOPLE'S DARK DREAMS, WHICH IS 
SOMETHING I FEEL CONNECTED TO. 




women 



GNOSIS 






SINCE WILLIE AND MICHJKO DON'T LOOK 
SUSPICIOUS, THEY CAN HIDE IN PLAIN 
SIGHT HERE JN PLEASANT PRAIRIE. 
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SINCE WE CAN'T HAVE CLEO 
JUST EATING PEOPLE WE NEED 
TO SOMEHOW GET OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY AND BACK TO NORTH 

BORNEO AND GET TO THE 
BOTTOM OF WHAT'S WITH HER. 




HAPPILY, EMPLOYEES OF THE CHICAGO PACIFIC CAN 
BE BRIBED TO LET US HOP A FREIGHT TO DIESEL CITY. 





ONCE THERE WE CAN MAKE USE OF A 

CONTACT CORWIN HAD THERE. HE 
GOES BY THE NAME OF "THE SORB." 



THE SORB IS A GENJUS AT 
COMPUTER HACKING AND 
DOCUMENT FORGERY. 




HE CAN PROVIDE US 
WITH NEW IDENTITIES. 
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OR, FOR THAT 
MATTER, 

IDENTITIES, 
PERIOD. 




DAI NIPPON AIRWAYS AN- 
NOUNCES THE BOARDING OF 
FLIGHT 33 TO TOKYO-NARJTA.. 




I SUPPOSE THAT MEANS I TAKE MY DEGREE AND 
THEN SPEND THE NEXT FEW DECADES CLIMBING 
SOME CORPORATE LADDER SOMEWHER 




WHERE I SPEND THE MONEY I MAKE BUYING 

CRAP NO ONE NEEDS TO KEEP UP 
APPEARANCES FOR NEIGHBORS I DON'T LIKE. 




THERE WILL BE A HUSBAND 
AND KJDS WHO WILL GROW UP 
TO REPEAT THAT WHOLE THING. 




WHAT AN EMPTY, 
MEANINGLESS EXISTENCE. 
WHAT'S THE POINT? 






IT'S JUST.. 






AND THAT'S THE 
STORY, PROFESSOR CORWIN. 
THE STORY OF HOW WE GOT HERE, 
AND THE STORY OF HOW JIREEN 
CAME INTO BEJNG. 




JIREEN'S EXISTENCE DOES 
MEAN THAT HER... ANTECEDENTS 
ARE MISSING FROM THE WORLD, 
WHICH IS A MATTER OFCONCERN, 
AT LEAST TO ME. 









SEVERAL TRIPS THROUGH THE 
PROTOCOL BROKE DOWN SOME 
OF THE INHERENT STRUCTURAL 
RIGIDITIES OF HER BODY... 




...AND OVER TIME SHE 
BEGAN TRANSFORMING 
INTO WHAT SHE WANTED 
TO BE. SHE TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THE CHANGE 
AND TOOK TO THE SEA 
SOMEWHERE NEAR HERE. 





WHEN MOJRA AND NANETTA DISSOLVED 
THEMSELVES THEY REVERSED THE VALVES, 
HENCE THEJR MOLECULAR ENCODING WAS 
FLUSHED AS GENERAL EFFLL 




IN ANY EVENT, I CAN'T THINK ABOUT IT 

NOW. CORWJN HAS FULLY-EQUIPPED 
LABORATORY HERE AND HAS INVITED A/IE 
TO WORK OUT RB/BRSING THE 
CHIMERA EFFECT. 





THERE'S A PATH BEHIND 
THIS HOUSE THAT LEADS TO THE 
RUINS OF AN OLD TEMPLE. IT'S A 
VERY GOOD PLACE TO THINK. 
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PROFESSOR CORWIN HAS RECREATED HIS ORIGINAL 
PROTOCOL LABORATORY SET UP HERE. AND HIS 
ABILITY TO MANUFACTURE MATRIX IS EASILY 
SUPERIOR TO ANYTHING I HAD. 



I'VE CAN DO IT, JIREEN.' 
WE CAN REVERSE THE 
CHIMERAGENSIS.' 






YOU CAN'T EVEN 
IMAGINE WHAT A POWERFUL 
FEELING IT IS, HAVING TWO 
SETS OF MEMORIES, TWO 
SETS OF SKILLS. 



AND FOR 
THAT MATTER, 
HOW EROTIC 
TO HAVE TWO 

SETS OF 
EXPERIENCES 

AND 
FANTASIES 




RATHER THAN ABUSING 
YOUR INTELLECT TRYING TO PULL 
ME APART, WHY NOT TRY TO 
RECREATE YOUR ORIGINAL 
CHIMERAGENESJS? 








INSANE? YOU TWO SPEND YOUR 
LIVES TAMPERING WITH FUNDAMENTAL 
ASPECTS OF HUMAN LIFE AND IDENTITY, 
AND I'M THE ONE WHO'S INSANE? 



















DON'T SPEAK 
ABOUT HIM IN 
THE PAST TENSE 
THAT WAY.' 
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I AM SORRY. 
I KNOW ALOYSIUS IS 
NOT GONE, ONLY 
TRANSFORMED. 
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IT MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE TO RUN 
THE APSINTHION 
PROCEDURE TO RUN 
A RECONSTRUCTION 
PROCEDURE THAT WOULD 
CREATE A NEW JILL KEENEY 
AND A NEW MAUREEN CREEL. 



MAUREEN 
HAD A FATHER 

WHOM SHE 
DEARLY LOVED. 
BUT HE DIED 
WHEN SHE 
WAS SMALL. 




HE WAS REPLACED BY A MONEY-OBSESSED 
DOUCHEBA6 OF A STEPFATHER, WHO ENDLESSLY 
LECTURED MAUREEN ABOUT THE NEED TO STUDY 
SOMETHING "PRACTICAL" JN LIFE. 




MAUREEN'S MOTHER WAS 




PERMANENTLY DISAPPOINTED AT HER 
"FAT" DAUGHTER MORE INTERESTED JN 
EQUATIONS THAN HUSBAND CHASING. 



THE OTHER "NEAREST 
AND DEAREST" WOULD BE 
ALOYSIUS, AND HE'S TAKEN 
A DIFFERENT PATH. 




SO YOU WOULD 
NOT WANT TO BE A PARTY 
TO BRINGING INTO EXISTENCE 
SOMEONE WHO MIGHT 
THINK "BETTER NEVER 
TO HAVE BEEN?" 






I CAN SCARCELY 
IMAGINE HOW MUCH THAT 
WOULD BREAK MAUREEN'S 
HEART, EVEN EXTRAPOLATING 
FROM HOW MUCH IT 
BREAKS MINE. 




I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 
WHAT DO YOU WANT 
FROM MEP 



J - 
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WE JUST WANT 
FOR YOU TO GO HOME. 
GO BACK TO COLLEGE. 
MAKE YOUR PARENTS 
PROUD OF YOU. 
HAVE A GOOD 
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YOUR BOYFRIEND ROBP IF 
HE SEEMS A LITTLE SHEEPISH 
ABOUT WHAT'S BEEN GOING 
ON SINCE YOU WERE 
AWAY... TRY TO CUT 
HIM A LITTLE SLACK 





IT'S AN OUTSTANDING 
OPPORTUNITY FOR SOME 
BLUE SKY 
RESEARCH. 




